
 
 
 

What’s new in Pastel Evolution Version 6.80 
 
Softline Pastel’s continuous investment in research and development ensures that you are  
kept up to date with the latest and most cutting-edge business management software.  
One of the many benefits of your annual renewal fee is that you’ll always be on the latest 
 
version of the software. The release of Pastel Evolution Version 6.80 incorporates your 

suggestions and feedback in the new enhancements and modules, giving you greater 

flexibility, efficiency and control in your business. 

 

New Module 
 

Delivery Module 
 
 
Businesses that manage large items or quantities of inventory items from point of sale to on 
premise deliveries can now easily manage their processes from dispatch to the customer. 

 

The Delivery module seamlessly integrates into Pastel Evolution’s Retail Point of Sale , Sales 
Order and Invoicing Modules allowing for items to be flagged for collection or delivery at time 
of sale. 

 

All items flagged as delivery are updated electronically into the Delivery module where the 
warehouse manager can then control the dispatching of inventory. 
 

Main features of the Pastel Evolution Delivery Module: 
 

• Manage Inventory deliveries. 
• Confirm partial deliveries and cancel deliveries. 
• Search by invoice number, delivery method, item code or description.  
• Generate delivery notes and re-print delivery notes.  
• Generate reports on outstanding, partial, completed deliveries.  
• Automatic delivery note sequence.  
• Delivery note enquiries. 



 
 

 

Accounting Core - New Features 
 
 

The following list of new features has been added to Pastel Evolution. 

 

General 

 

Administration | Agents | Permissions 
 

• A permission option has been added to prevent users from changing bank account details 
in the supplier master file record.


• A permission option has been added to restrict agents to only log into specific branches for 

branch accounting environments.
• Permissions to avoid changing tax types in an inventory document have been added.

• Permissions have been added to allow item cost changes on an Inter Branch Receipt 

transaction.

• Permissions are now available to limit agents to only print documents and not preview 

them when they click on the Process button.

 

Reference Fields 
 

All the Reference fields have been increased to 50 characters across all modules. 

 

Common 

 

Common | Maintenance | EFTS Layouts 
 

A new EFTS Layout for ABSA Cashfocus has been added to not consolidate payments on the 
bank statement. 

 

General Ledger 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Batches – Automatic Reversals 
 

This new feature allows the user to automatically reverse journal transactions without 
having to manually recapture the reversal journals. 



 
 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Batches – Accrual Reversals 
 

This new feature allows the user to do automatic reversals for accrual transactions that need to 
be reversed on a monthly basis. For example, insurance or rental expense payments. 

 

General Ledger | Maintenance | Accounts – Foreign Bank 
 

You can now create and maintain foreign bank accounts within a particular currency. This 

also allows you to automate profit and losses of exchange with the ability to perform foreign 

currency revaluations. 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Batches 
 

• A Date Last Processed field has been added on the Cash Book Batch grid.
• A Date Last Processed field has been added on the Journal Batch grid.
• The ability to print cheques on a foreign cash book has been added.

 

Inventory 
 

Inventory | Transactions | Price Update Batches 
 

The pricing update batch will assist you to manage your selling prices across different 

warehouses and branches. Further to this, this feature allows you to process price adjustments 

or increases by generating a price update batch containing all the relevant items. 

 

Inventory | Maintenance | Inventory Items - Lead Times 
 

Lead times have been added to Inventory items and the Preferred Supplier, which will assist in 
the planning of ordering inventory items. 

 

Inventory | Transactions | Inventory Count - Scheduled Stock Takes 
 

This feature allows you to manage your Inventory Counts more effectively by scheduling 

an inventory count which will also allow you to initiate spot counts to test the validity and 

accuracy of your current stock holdings. 



 
 
 
 
 

Inventory | Maintenance | Global Item Change 
 

A global item price change can be set to update the prices of the affected branches and 
the option to update inclusive prices has been added. 

 

Inventory | Enquiries | Customise Grid 
 

A Quantity Available column has been added to the Inventory Items maintenance grid. 

 

Inventory | Reports | Costs Report 
 

A new Cost Listing Report has been added to display the various costing levels per item. 

 

Order Entry 
 

Order Entry | Transactions | Sales Orders 
 

The ability to reserve quantities on sales orders even when the feature to enable negative stock 
per item or warehouse is being flagged to “yes” can now be used. 

 

Add-on Modules - New Features 
 

Annuity Billing 
 

Annuity Billing | Maintenance | Annuity Billing Template Update 
 

The ability to automatically update prices on recurring invoices and charge templates has been 
added. 

 

Bank Manager 
 

General Ledger | Transactions | Cash Book | Bank Manager 
 

A new Bank Manager interface has been implemented with an interactive dashboard 
giving you a graphical view of your cash movements. 



 
 

 

Bill of Materials and Manufacturing 
 

Bill of Materials | Maintenance | Items 
 

Lead times have been added to the BOM master item which will assist in planning your 
manufacturing processes. 

 

Branch Accounting 
 

Synchronisation Monitor 
 

• The Synchronisation Monitor now makes provision for automatic reconnection to the FTP 
server at polling intervals to manage FTP connectivity down time.


• The Data Synchronisation Monitor encrypts the data ensuring that if the FTP server is 

accessed by an unknown source; that the data will not be able to be accessed, restored or 

distributed.

• A new feature which allows you to enable the FTP connection to be created in either an 

active or passive mode has been implemented to accommodate different FTP setup 

environments.

• A new feature called the FTP Spy tool has been implemented which will assist to track and 

display detailed actions by the FTP server. This will assist in troubleshooting any potential 

problems.

• FTP specific errors will display in orange in the Synchronisation Monitor window for easy 

identification.

• A Log Folder Shortcut button has been added below the View Log File toolbar to 

assist you to locate historical log file data faster.

• -Data upload / download / import intervals are set to every 5 minutes. The export intervals 

will still action according to the pre-set schedules.

• Files are now archived more aggressively to avoid unnecessary successive upload of the 

same file in case of connection failures and so on.

• The FTP client now resets or refreshes between syncs to increase the speed of data 

transfer.



 
 
 
 
 

 

Point of Sale 
 

Point of Sale | Transactions | Sales Order 
 

The ability to process refunds in Point of Sale has been added to assist with tighter cash control 
and cash up procedures. 

 

Retail Point of Sale 
 

The following new features have been implemented for the Retail Point of Sale add-
on Module: 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Maintenance | Defaults 
 

• You can now specify a default docket mode and agent per till.

• The ability to assign an agent to receive notifications for automatic adjustments of 

inventory is now available.

 

Retail Point of Sale | Maintenance | Promotions 
 

The ability to accommodate different promotions can now be easily setup and managed 

across different branches within the Retail environment. This feature allows you to setup four 

different variations of promotions which can be associated to different types of customers 

being either cash or account. 
 

1. Buy a number of items and get other items at a discount.  
2. Buy a combination of items at a fixed price.  
3. Get the lowest priced item from a list of items at a discount.  
4. Purchase items at a particular value and get another item at a discount. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Transactions | Cash-up List 
 

The Cash-up List Enquiry will now display which if an Agent is still logged into a particular till . 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Reports | Sales Order Deposit Report 
 

A new report has been added to list payments and corresponding deposits, if applicable. 



 
 
 
 
 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Configuration 
 

Printing enhancements have been implemented whereby you can now select layouts, multiple 

printers and specify the number of copies per docket. This enables you to dedicate a printer for 

a specific type of docket, as well as link customised or preferred layouts for your docket types. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Navigation Panel 
 

A layered navigation panel which displays all the relevant functions within the POS invoice, 

sales order, lay-by or credit note is available to enhance processing capabilities of the cashiers. 

This navigation panel can be expanded and collapsed at any time and is customisable per 

agent. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Login 
 

The ability to increase the cash float at the time of logging into the till has been added 
for increased flexibility per agent. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Lay-bys 
 

This new feature allows for items to be sold on lay-by to customers over a defined contract period 

which is pre-determined in the set-up. Customers may also have multiple lay-by transactions 

simultaneously and can track deposits. A comprehensive list of reports to track lay-bys and 

statements can be sent to customers. Lay-bys can be easily converted into invoices and the system 

is also able to accommodate for lay-by cancellations and cancellation fees. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Keep Aside 
 

Customers who request stock to be kept aside for them can now be processed using the keep 

aside feature. This feature allows you to specify the number of days that an item is kept aside 

before expiry and then returned back into stock. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Dockets 
 

• You can setup automatic discounts for retail dockets. These discounts will automatically 
be applied when the applicable dockets are selected for processing.

• The ability to view an item’s cost price on the Item Search screen has been added.

• When you select a lot item, the system will automatically select the lot items based on the 

GRV or expiry date order or FIFO method.
• The ability to enter delivery addresses is now also available.



 
 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Sales Orders 
 

• The ability to reserve stock on sales orders is now available.

• An option to disable Picking Slips and Delivery Notes when processing sales order dockets 

has been added.
• An external order number field has been added to the sales order docket.

• The ability to provide the customer with a deposit receipt on sales orders is now also 

available.

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Invoice Docket 
 

• An option to allow the system to prompt you to process an invoice for cash or account 
customer has been added.


• The option to process receipts against customers who have exceeded their terms has 

also been added.

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Credit Notes 
 

For tighter control the system now caters for a cash refund limit when processing credit notes. 

Upon processing a credit note the system will now also prompt the user for a Return reason as 

predefined in the system. 

 

Retail Point of Sale | Till – Customer Enquiries 
 

More detail regarding the selected customer is displayed on the Customer Enquiry screen with 
the ability to select between cash or account customers. 



 
 

 

Accounting Core - Maintenance 
 

The following list details the changes, fixes and enhancements implemented. 
 

General 
 

Administration | Agents | Agent Groups 
 

An error message was added to notify you when you are deleting an agent group with 
agents linked to it. 
 

Emails 
 

• Emails sent from Evolution to Outlook Express and non-Microsoft applications on Linux 

servers resulted in blank emails being received as well as Windmail.dat attachments. This 

has been corrected.

• Outlook Express email subject lines were tagged multiple times in Evolution. This has been 

corrected.
 

Data Distribution Services 
 

The “Skipped records due to posting errors” error displayed when you imported 
inventory items. This has been corrected. 

 

Partner to Evolution Conversion 
 

The Conversion Utility did not convert journal transactions correctly. This has been corrected. 
 

Common 
 

Common | Maintenance | EFTS Layouts 
 

A reference number field has been added to the ABSA Bank Layout. 
 

Common | Maintenance | Foreign Currency 
 

The date on the Exchange Rate screen converted data incorrectly and resulted in an out 
of range value error. This has been corrected. 



 
 
 
 

Accounts Payable 
 

Accounts Payable | Transactions | Accounts Payable Batch 
 

• When adding a supplier on the fly in an Accounts Payable Batch, the supplier was not 
immediately available for selection. This has been corrected.


• Previously, an Accounts Payable Batch did not validate negative values. This has been 

corrected by not allowing negative values in Accounts Payable Batches.

• When selecting a date in a foreign currency Accounts Payable Batch, the exchange rate 

did not refresh. This has been corrected.

• An out of balance message displayed when posting an imported Accounts Payable 

Batch. This has been corrected.

• Incorrect Accounts Payable Batch transactions were allowed to import without 

notification. This has been corrected.

 

Accounts Payable | Transactions | Automatic Payments and Remittance 
 

• An error occurred when you processed a cheque run, if the transaction type was set to 
always split the credit ledger accounts. This has been corrected.


• Transactions were not allocated correctly when processing payments and remittances 

using specific criteria. This has been corrected.

 

Accounts Receivable 
 

Accounts Receivable | Maintenance | Customers 
 

When converting a prospective customer into a customer, the system added an 
existing customer’s note to the new customer. This has been corrected. 

 

Accounts Receivable | Transactions | Accounts Receivable Batch 
 

• When validating a foreign currency Accounts Receivable Batch containing split lines, 
an error displayed notifying that a difference was detected. This has been corrected.


• When you process Accounts Receivable Batches with split lines, the debit contra account’s 

inclusive amount did not calculate correctly. This has been corrected.

• When selecting a date in a foreign currency Accounts Receivable Batch, the exchange rate 

did not refresh. This has been corrected.

• When creating a new Accounts Receivable Batch, the Clear Batch After Post was 

automatically activated. This has been corrected. 



 
 
 
 

 

Accounts Receivable | Transactions | Standard 
 

Ledger accounts belonging to another branch can be selected when the transaction type is set 
to prompt for a ledger account. This has been corrected. 

 

Accounts Receivable | Enquiries | Customers 
 

• Agents were allowed to perform customer enquiries even though their permissions were 
set not to. This has been corrected.


• You are now allowed to reprint and email branch specific retail dockets from head office 

level when performing customer enquiries.

 

Accounts Receivable | Reports | Age Analysis 
 

• The group by currency option was not available. This has been corrected.

• The group by Rep option was not available. This has been corrected.

• The Age Analysis did not age correctly when specific date ranges were selected. This has 

been corrected.

 

Accounts Receivable | Reports | Sales Analysis 
 

The Sales Analysis Report did not default to the summary option when the default option was 
selected. This has been corrected. 

 

Accounts Receivable | Reports | Rep Commissions 
 

The Rep Commissions Report did not include the previously selected transaction types, 
even when the default option was selected. This has been corrected. 

 

General Ledger 

 

General Ledger | Maintenance | Accounts 
 

Not all of the branch specific loan accounts refreshed after adding them. This has been 
corrected. 

 

General Ledger | Segmented Chart of Accounts Wizard 
 

The Non Distributable Reserves ledger account types were not added correctly when 
adding them to the segmented chart of accounts. This has been corrected. 



 
 
 
 

 

General Ledger | Standard to Segmented Conversion 
 

The Standard General Ledger to Segmented General Ledger Conversion Utility only 
accommodated 5 segments. This has been corrected to accommodate the 10 segments. 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Cash Book 
 

An out of balance message was received when processing a cash book batch containing split 
lines. This has been corrected. 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Journal Batch 
 

The incorrect rounding calculation on foreign currencies has been corrected. 

 

General Ledger | Reports | Income Statement 
 

When you selected to print an Income Statement up to the first segment, the system displayed 
incorrect variances on some of the accounts. This has been corrected. 

 

Inventory 
 

Inventory | Maintenance | Items 
 

The selling price on a service item was not being updated when a cost price adjustment 
was processed. This has been corrected. 

 

Inventory | Maintenance | Warehouse Defaults 
 

Please note that on the Warehouse Defaults screen, the inter branch transfer code can only be 
a global transaction type. 

 

Inventory | Transactions | Return to Supplier 
 

An incorrect variance was posted when a Return to Supplier was processed containing 
additional costs linked to manual costs. This has been corrected. 

 

Inventory | Transactions | Goods Received Voucher 
 

• When processing multiple lot items on a GRV, the system only reports on the last item 
line. This has been corrected.

• Incorrect line totals were printed on supplier invoices. This has been corrected.





 
 

 

Inventory | Transactions | Invoice 
 

An invoice did not default to the tax per document option as set in the defaults. This has 
been corrected. 

 

Inventory | Reports | Valuation 
 

The invalid column “PackDescription” error received when generating an Inventory Valuation 
Report has been corrected. 

 

Inventory | Reports | Slow Movers 
 

Job Costing Transactions was not included on the Slow Movers Report. This has 
been corrected. 

 

Inventory | Reports | Sales Analysis Report 
 

User Defined Fields are included on the Sales Analysis Report. 
 

 

Order Entry 
 

 

Order Entry | Transactions | Sales Order 
 

• The incorrect information filtering through to the address fields has been corrected.

• A permission setting to allow the acceptance of a deposit on already generated sales 

orders has been added.
• The error received when adding a note to a sales order has been corrected.

• Previously agents were allowed to process orders where customers exceeded their credit 

limits. This has been corrected.
• The incorrect rounding calculations has been corrected.

• The search option in the customer field did not filter out branch specific records. This has 

been corrected for a branch accounting environment.

 

Order Entry | Enquiries 
 

Incorrect customer loaded when performing enquiries on quotes. This has been corrected. 

 

Order Entry | Transactions | Purchase Order 
 

An “Inventory Item not found in Inventory table” error occurred when a large purchase order 
was processed. This has been corrected. 



 
 
 
 

 

Order Entry | Reports | Sales Rep Report 
 

The Sales Rep Report did not retain your preferred default filters. This has been corrected. 

 

Add-on Modules - Maintenance 
 

Business Intelligence Centre 
 

BIC | Dashboard 
 

On the dashboard the top 10 product descriptions were scrambled and condensed. This 
has been corrected. 
 

 

Bank Manager 
 

 

General Ledger | Transactions | Cash Book | Bank Manager 
 

The reference field was shortened when importing your bank statement. This has 
been corrected. 

 

Information Alerts 
 

Information Alerts 
 

You were unable to select notification criteria for warehouse items pertaining to minimum and 
maximum levels. This has been corrected. 

 

Procurement 
 

Procurement | Transactions | Requisitions 
 

Budget validations were requested when converting a requisition to a purchase order 
even when the option was disabled in the default settings. This has been corrected. 

 

Procurement | Transactions | Purchase Order 
 

Agents could reprint purchase orders even if they were not approved. This has been corrected. 



 
 

 

Procurement | Reports | Requisition Listing 
 

The filters under the Other Options tab did not work properly. This has been corrected. 

 

Bill of Materials and Manufacturing 
 

Bill of Materials | Maintenance | Items 
 

• Lead times have been added to BOM components.

• The Explode BOM menu was disabled on an Invoice and Sales Order Invoice. This has been 

corrected.
 
 

Bill of Materials | Transactions | Manufacture Process 
 

• The Manufacture Warehouse field is now available on the manufacturing process grid.

• The ability to now delete completed or cancelled manufacturing processes has 

been corrected.

 

Bill of Materials | Reports | Material Requirements Plan 
 

The Manufacture Requirements Plan has been enhanced to include warehouses, lead 
times and so on. 

 

Contact Management 
 

Contact Management | Charts | Incidents 
 

The chart has been made more legible. 

 

Contact Management | Maintenance | Defaults 
 

Agents are not supposed to see other agents’ sales opportunities when the account 
manager security option is activated. This has been corrected. 

 

Contact Management | Transactions | Incidents 
 

An unexpected error occurred when you cancelled a time based contract. This has 
been corrected. 



 
 

 

Contact Management | Reports | Opportunity Listing Report 
 

This report has been enhanced to show each sales opportunity on a new page. 

 

Job Costing 
 

Job Costing 
 

• You are able to reverse a transaction line that is linked to a PAY transaction type.
• A workers filter was added to the job card and Profit and Loss Reports.

 

Job Costing | Transactions | Job Cards 
 

• The processing speed of job cards has been enhanced.
• An allocated discount value on a job quote did not refresh. This has been corrected.

• You were not allowed to process a job card when you created non strict serial numbers 

on the fly for warehouse items. This has been corrected.

• The invoice printout did not display the reversed lines in the order that they were 

captured. This has been corrected.

• Serial numbers linked to BOM components did not print on the job card. This has been 

corrected.

• Unprocessed purchase orders linked to job cards were still allowing for the job card to be 

set to be complete. This has now been corrected.

• Line prices did not recalculate correctly when you changed the currencies. This has been 

corrected.

• Invoiced lines displayed as active and un-invoiced in a completed job card. This has been 

corrected.

 

Job Costing | Reports | Profit and Loss 
 

The account description did not print on the Job Costing Profit and Loss Report. This has been 
corrected. 

 

Fixed Assets 
 

Fixed Assets | Asset Transactions | Book Depreciation Batch 
 

In an off line branch accounting environment the depreciation batches processed for 
branches also contained head office transactions. This has been corrected. 





 

Fixed Assets | Reports | Book Depreciation 
 

• Depreciation was calculated incorrectly on an asset with a take on balance linked to the 
straight line depreciation method. This has been corrected.


• Incorrect depreciation displayed after an asset was partially disposed of in a closed period. 

This has been corrected.

 

Fixed Assets | Reports | Fixed Asset Detail Listing 
 

The Fixed Asset Detail Listing Report did not show the serial number in the serial number field. 
This has been corrected. 

 

Fixed Assets | Reports | SARS Listing Report 
 

• Net Profit/Loss field in the SARS Listing Report incorrectly calculated the value for a sold 
or scrapped asset. This has been corrected.


• The SARS Listing Report was based on book depreciation instead of tax depreciation. This 

has been corrected.

 

Fixed Assets | Reports | Tax Depreciation 
 

Revaluation of an asset should not affect tax depreciation of an asset. This has been corrected. 

 

Fixed Assets | Reports | Consolidated Listing 
 

Transferred assets did not display on the report when the date is before the transfer date. This 
has been corrected. 

 

Retail Point of Sale 
 

Retail POS | Till | Dockets 
 

• On an invoice docket the incorrect item code was filtering through when the description 
was selected. This has been corrected.


• A partially processed order’s value changed back to the original values. This has been 

corrected.
• You were unable to specify a default cash customer for an agent. This has been corrected.
• The item search function has been fixed.
• Delivery addresses were not available on quotes. This has been corrected.



 

Retail POS | Transactions | Tender 
 

When you accepted multiple tender types for a payment, the system did not allocate it 
correctly. This has been corrected. 

 

Retail POS | Reports | Cashier Sales Report 
 

Gross profit was calculated incorrectly. This has been corrected. 

 

Retail POS | Reports | Day End Report 
 

The Day End Report will include till transactions. 
 
 

Retail POS | Reports | Payments by Tender Type Report 
 

The document reference field was not printing. This has been corrected. 
 

Branch Accounting 
 

Branch Accounting 
 

When you purged transactions at branch level it acknowledged other branch transactions 
as well. This has been corrected. 

 

Synchronisation Monitor 
 

• Duplicate warehouse items were being created. This has been corrected.

• A “Connection Closed Gracefully” error occurred on the sync when running Windows XP. 

This has been corrected.

• When specifying the connection details and the SQL instance name includes a “/” 

character in the naming convention, a warning was displayed stating that “Another 

application instance is already running on this database”. This has been corrected.



 

Accounting – Maintenance (Build 6.80.45) 
 

Administration 
 

Administration | System Configuration | User Defined Fields 
 

The date field will not display a value of 1899/12/30 if a default date value is not set. 

 

Accounts Receivable 
 

Accounts Receivable | Reports | Age Analysis 
 

The incorrect ageing was calculated on the Age Analysis when the offset periods were 
used. This has been corrected. 

 

Inventory 
 

Inventory | Transactions | Warehouse Transfer 
 

When the “From” warehouse was changed after the IBT was captured, the system processed 

a stock adjustment and updated the average cost of the items incorrectly. This was specific to 

environments which used the non-cost per warehouse option. This has been corrected. 

 

Order Entry 
 

Order Entry| Transactions | Sales Order 
 
A missing field error occurred when an unprocessed sales order containing BOM items were processed. 
This has been corrected. 

 

Bill of Materials 
 

Bill of Materials | Transactions | Manufacture Process 
 

• A serial number item was not returned to stock during a ‘un-manufacture’ process. This 
has been corrected.


• Under and over manufacturing did not change the required serial numbers. This has been 

corrected.



 

Annuity Billing 
 

Annuity Billing | Transactions 
 

Transactions that are processed using a branch customer as a global record resulted in the 
Branch Trail Balance excluding these transactions. This has been corrected. 


